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Banff
at a glance

Turquoise lakes. High mountains. A visit that starts with the right

way in.

6,641
KM²

of valleys, peaks, glaciers,

forests and rivers

1883
DISCOVERED

the hot springs at today's Cave

and Basin

1984
SINCE

UNESCO World Heritage,

together with six other parks

10,000
YEARS

and more: how long the springs

have mattered to Indigenous

peoples

BEFORE YOU GO

Moraine Lake needs a transfer

Private vehicles may not drive to Moraine Lake.

Registered guests of Moraine Lake Lodge are the

exception.

Check closures before you set off

The park authority reports closed trails and

campgrounds as they happen.

Regular shuttle

Departs from the Park & Ride, 1 Whitehorn Road.

Reservation required.

Shuttle season

Parks Canada shuttles run only in the summer season

and depending on the weather.

Wheelchairs and the shuttle

For the regular shuttle, arrange an accessible ride

with your reservation. Alpine Start is not wheelchair

accessible in 2026.

Trail measurements, not labels

The narrow spot and steep sections on the Fenland

Loop matter despite its short length.

Fees and opening hours, up to

date

Fees and times change. The park page

lists them with source and date:

nationalparksatlas.com/en/canada/banff

Photo: Mokozza (CC BY-SA 4.0)

https://nationalparksatlas.com/en/canada/banff
https://nationalparksatlas.com/en/canada/banff#tickets-and-fees


GETTING AROUND THE PARK

To the lakes without your own car

PARKS CANADA SHUTTLE, RESERVATION REQUIRED
Lake Connector

Park & Ride

Lake Louise Ski Resort

Lake Louise

Lakeshore

Moraine Lake

no private cars

ROAM PUBLIC TRANSIT, ALL YEAR

Banff

town

Lake Louise

the lakes

Moraine Lake Road is closed to private vehicles all year, and there is no public parking at the lake. Parks Canada

shuttles leave from the Park & Ride at Lake Louise Ski Resort and need a reservation; the ticket covers both

lakes, the Lake Connector and the return trip. Park admission is separate.

If you stay in the town of Banff, Roam Public Transit takes you to the lakes all year. The Lake Louise car park is full

by sunrise in summer.

Current timetables on the park page

Keep your distance from

wildlife

At least 30 m (98 ft), three bus

lengths, from deer, elk, sheep

and moose; at least 100 m (328

ft), ten bus lengths, from bears,

wolves, cougars and coyotes.

Animals by the road: slow down,

stay in your car, keep driving.

Dispose of waste wildlife-

safe

All garbage, recycling and food

scraps, even banana peels and

apple cores, belong in the

wildlife-proof bins, never on the

ground, in the fire pit or in the

back of a pickup. Animals that

eat garbage may start seeking

out human food.

Drones stay on the ground

Recreational drone flights are

banned at all Parks Canada

places.

WILDERNESS NEXT TO THE HIGHWAY

44 wildlife crossings

The Trans-Canada Highway in the park has six overpasses and 38

underpasses for wildlife plus 82 km (51 mi) of fencing, more than

anywhere else in the world.

Hot springs with their own snail

On Sulphur Mountain, rain and meltwater seep up to three

kilometres deep, heat up and rise again: hot at the Upper Hot

Springs, warm at Cave and Basin.

World Heritage with visible glacier retreat

Together with Jasper, Kootenay, Yoho and three provincial parks,

Banff forms the Canadian Rocky Mountain Parks World Heritage

Site: about 400 km (249 mi) long, up to 100 km (62 mi) wide and

over 95 % in a natural state.

Lake Minnewanka
ELEVATION 1,450 m (4,757 ft) above

sea level

SIZE 18 km (11 mi) long, up to 100 m

(328 ft) deep

Peyto Lake
LOCATION Icefields Parkway, 43 km (27

mi) north of Lake Louise

BOW SUMMIT highest point of the

Icefields Parkway, 2,070 m (6,791 ft); an

old fire road continues beyond the

platform to the Bow Summit Viewpoint

Bow Valley Parkway
LENGTH 48 km (30 mi), paved, between

Banff and Lake Louise

Vermilion Lakes
VERMILION LAKES DRIVE 4.3 km (2.7

mi), all year; part of the 26 km (16 mi)

Banff Legacy Trail

BY THE WATER Docks and benches

with a view of Mount Rundle

https://nationalparksatlas.com/en/canada/banff#tickets-and-fees
https://nationalparksatlas.com/en/canada/banff#places-map
https://nationalparksatlas.com/en/canada/banff#places-map
https://nationalparksatlas.com/en/canada/banff#places-map
https://nationalparksatlas.com/en/canada/banff#places-map
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1 Banff Visitor Centre

2 Lake Louise Park & Ride

3 Fairmont Château Lake Louise

4 Moraine Lake Lodge

5 Cave and Basin National Historic Site

6 Banff Park Museum

7 Bow Falls

8 Vermilion Lakes

9 Lake Minnewanka

10 Stewart Canyon

11 Two Jack Lake

12 Bow Valley Parkway

Green: entrances. Map data © OpenStreetMap contributors (ODbL).

THINGS TO DO

Lake Agnes

3.9 km (2.4 mi) one way; 495 m (1,624 ft) of ascent and 80 m

(262 ft) of descent according to the trail …

Fenland Loop

1.9 km (1.2 mi) loop, 20 m (66 ft) of ascent, about 40

minutes. Mostly firm ground with rooty sections.

Cycling the Bow Valley Parkway

In spring and autumn, the 17 km (10.6 mi) eastern section

between Fireside and Johnston Canyon is at times …

Lake Minnewanka: boats and wind

The only lake in the park where motorboats are allowed;

small open motorboats can be rented on site.

Stewart Canyon and Aylmer Lookout

From the Lake Minnewanka day-use area, 1.6 km (1 mi) along

the shore lead to the bridge over Stewart Canyon …

Consolation Lakes: conservation on the trail

Parks Canada guided hike in English, 6 km (3.7 mi) return,

120 m (394 ft) elevation gain; shuttle to Moraine …

2026 season already over

The published dates ran from 13 July to 15 September 2026.

From hot springs reserve to park system

The Hot Springs Reserve around Cave and Basin, created in

1885, became Canada's first national park in 1887.

More on the park page

TOURS AND GETTING THERE · AD

Shuttle from Banff or

Canmore to Moraine Lake

& Lake Louise
ON GETYOURGUIDE ↗

FROM BANFF GONDOLA

Banff Gondola: admission

ticket
ON GETYOURGUIDE ↗

Lake Louise and Moraine

Lake: half-day shuttle
ON GETYOURGUIDE ↗

FROM MOUNT NORQUAY

Mount Norquay:

sightseeing chairlift
ON TIQETS ↗

FROM CALGARY AIRPORT
Calgary Airport to Banff:

shared shuttle
ON GETYOURGUIDE ↗

Sunset and stars: evening

walk from Cave and Basin
ON GETYOURGUIDE ↗

FROM BANFF CANOE CLUB

Big canoe on the Bow

River with a guide
ON GETYOURGUIDE ↗

Banff: 30-minute

helicopter flight over Lake

Minnewanka

ON GETYOURGUIDE ↗

Partner links: we may earn a commission if you book. Dates and prices are set by the provider. Checked 17 Sep 2026.
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